INTRODUCTION
In the temperate zone of the Northern Hemisphere bees collect propolis only in summer (including late spring and early autumn: about 4 months) [6] and thus investigations on the seasonal variations of propolis composition are meaningless in these regions. In Brazil, the propolis collection proceeds throughout the entire year, so some seasonal variations are possible but in the literature there are no data concerning this subject. These (table I) . In all samples we found aromatic acids (dihydrocinnamic, p-coumaric, ferulic and caffeic acids) which are common for poplar propolis, as well as 3-prenyl-p-coumaric acid and 3,5-diprenyl-p-coumaric acid, found earlier in Brazilian propolis [1] and 2,2-dimethyl-6-carboxyethenyl-8-prenyl-2H-benzopyran, recently identified in Brazilian propolis [5] . Only three flavonoids were present in the investigated samples: kaempferid, which was found in European [9] and in Brazilian propolis [3] ; 5,6,7-trihydroxy-3,4'-dimethoxyflavanone and aromadendrin-4'-methyl ether, both isolated recently from Brazilian propolis [5] 
